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that receive health insurance coverage from 
their small employer generally contribute a 
portion of the premium. For this analysis, if 
the employer premium increases, it is as-
sumed that the employee contribution will 
rise as well. Similarly, if the employer pre-
mium is reduced, the employee contribution 
is assumed to decrease. This results in 
roughly 11 million individuals whose pre-
miums are estimated to be higher as a result 
of the ACA and about 6 million individuals 
who are estimated to have lower premiums. 

There is a rather large degree of uncer-
tainty associated with this estimate. The 
impact could vary significantly depending on 
the mix of firms that decide to offer health 
insurance coverage. In reality, the employ-
er’s decisions to offer coverage will be based 
on far more factors than the three that are 
focused on in this report so understanding 
the effects of just these provisions will al-
ways be challenging. Using their Compare 
model, RAND analyzed the impact of the en-
tire ACA on small group premiums and de-
termined that the effect would be minimal. 
Further, note that the number of affected in-
dividuals will be smaller in 2014 because (i) a 
number of small group plans were renewed 
early, and (ii) about half of the states have 
allowed extensions to their pre-ACA rating 
rules under the transitional policy an-
nounced by CMS on November 14, 2013. 

SUMMARY 
The Affordable Care Act requires all non- 

grandfathered health insurance coverage in 
the individual and group markets to be guar-
anteed issue and guaranteed renewable. In 
addition, all non-grandfathered insurance 
plans and policies in the individual and 
group markets can vary premium rates based 
only on age, family status, geography, and 
tobacco use, and the variation in the age and 
tobacco use factors is limited. This new pre-
mium rating requirement will impact the 
premiums paid by individuals and families 
working for small employers who offer 
health insurance. Specifically, we have esti-
mated that the premium rates for roughly 11 
million people will increase and about 6 mil-
lion people are expected to experience a pre-
mium rate reduction due to sections 2701 
through 2703 of the PHS Act. 
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SUPPORT FOR VENEZUELANS 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of Venezuelans who seek to 
return liberty, the rule of law, and 
peace to their beleaguered nation. Over 
a period of years, the corrupt Cuban- 
backed Maduro-Chavez government has 
systematically looted and oppressed 
the people it purports to serve. 

I received an email from a friend 
today who has spent significant time in 
Venezuela. He writes: 

Students, tired of the corruption, the 
crime, the killings, an economy spiraling out 
of control, a lack of free press, are peacefully 
demonstrating, per their constitutional 
right, against the government. The govern-
ment, instead of protecting the students and 
others demonstrating, is attacking, arrest-
ing, and often killing them. 

Mr. Speaker, the death toll is grow-
ing; the list of political prisoners is 
growing. The repressive tactics of the 
Venezuelan Government cannot be ig-
nored. I call on the administration to 
act and support Venezuelans who seek 
simply to secure the blessings of lib-

erty for themselves and their country-
men. 
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THE CRISIS IN VENEZUELA 

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, as they 
have for weeks, thousands of Ven-
ezuelans continue to risk their lives, 
taking to the streets in protest of their 
failed government. The people of Ven-
ezuela have seen their economy col-
lapse, family members kidnapped, 
friends murdered. 

While they plead for a better future 
for their country, the government bru-
tally attacks its own citizens and 
clamps down on basic freedoms. This is 
not a democracy, and no conscientious 
nation should remain silent. 

It is our responsibility to make sure 
the world knows full well what is hap-
pening in Venezuela, and that the Ven-
ezuelan government is accountable for 
these blatant violations of universal 
democratic principles. 

As the protesters’ latest motto goes, 
‘‘El que se cansa pierde’’—he who tires, 
loses. The fight for freedom, justice, 
and human rights will never, never die. 

f 

THE CASE OF LEOPOLDO LOPEZ 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it 
is right and fitting for the United 
States House of Representatives to pay 
attention to the case of Venezuelan op-
position leader Leopoldo Lopez, who 
has been unjustly imprisoned by the 
puppet regime of Nicolas Maduro. 

Leopoldo is a grassroots leader and 
founder of the political party Voluntad 
Popular. He has been wrongfully ac-
cused of criminal incitement, con-
spiracy, arson, and intent to damage 
property. 

Leopoldo is being held in a military 
prison, and his proceedings have been 
kept secret from the public. We cannot 
stand idly by while democracy and due 
process are trampled on in our own 
hemisphere, Mr. Speaker. Being silent 
is not an option. 

Venezuelan students have been 
peacefully demonstrating against this 
regime that has no qualms repressing 
the protest with live ammunition and 
shock groups whose tactics are ex-
tremely violent. 

Those of us who advocate for freedom 
have a moral responsibility to support 
the students in Caracas, Merida, San 
Cristobal, Valencia, and throughout 
Venezuela who, through peaceful 
means, seek the way to create a more 
perfect union with democracy and free-
dom as their guide. 

THE OLYMPIC STRUGGLE IN 
UKRAINE 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this 
weekend the world watched the close of 
the Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia. 
Our Nation distinguished itself. 

Right next door, in the nation of 
Ukraine, another Olympic struggle was 
going on as tens of thousands of young 
people, the future of that country of 
Ukraine, rose in peaceful assembly and 
achieved their goal of removing cor-
rupt leadership and of offering the hope 
that life in Ukraine could be better for 
all. 

May I encourage the leaders of 
Ukraine’s Parliament, the Verkovna 
Rada, to rise to this occasion, to em-
brace all of that great country, to keep 
the peace, to move toward democratic 
reform, so that the full potential of 
that remarkable place on this Earth 
can be reached for the first time in 
modern history. 

May Ukraine extend west and south 
and east and north. Her power is yet to 
be fully realized, and we congratulate 
those who are moving toward peaceful 
progress in that nation. 

May God go with you. 
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RECOGNIZING RARE DISEASE DAY 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, on February 28, we recognize 
Rare Disease Day, which gives us a 
chance to raise awareness of the rare 
diseases affecting our communities. 

In the United States, there are 7,000 
rare diseases affecting nearly 30 mil-
lion Americans. One disease I would 
like to raise awareness about today is 
pulmonary fibrosis, which affects indi-
viduals’ lungs and their ability to 
breathe. 

Pulmonary fibrosis kills 40,000 Amer-
icans each and every year, the same 
number of annual deaths as from 
breast cancer. There is still no known 
cure, no known cause, and no FDA-ap-
proved treatment. 

Earlier this year, Mr. Speaker, Sen-
ator COONS and I led a bipartisan let-
ter, with 41 other Members of Congress, 
asking the National Institutes of 
Health to review their funding levels 
for rare diseases like pulmonary fibro-
sis. This letter shows that Members on 
both sides of the aisle want to see more 
progress in fighting back against these 
rare diseases. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues and constituents to remember 
our fellow Americans suffering from 
rare diseases, including pulmonary fi-
brosis. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF WILLIAM T. MAGEE 

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
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